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Localizing Sustainable Development

Goals For Maldives

The United Nations Millennium Declaration was signed in 2000 by all 189
UN member states to try to achieve them by year 2015. The 08 Millennium
Development Goals (MDG) were derived from the declaration and by the year
2015 Maldives had achieved most of the MDGs. The MDGs have been super-
seded by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) when it was adopted by
all the United Nations Member States in 2015. Although the SDGs consisting
of 17 goals that were built on the success of the MDGs, it also includes addi-
Jlional broader and deeper areas to achieve its specific targets and indicators.
y The 2030 agenda with its slogan “Think Global, Act Local” was developed to
engage and involve the local communities and not just as the beneficiaries.
Achievement of these goals will lead to islands making a rapid progress to-
wards realizing the SDGs and building a sustainable future. However, one of
the aims of the SDGs is “to leave no one behind”, thus it is important that the
SDGs be broken down to the local level so that citizens can become familiar
with the agenda ensuring maximum inclusiveness.
Local Government Authority (LGA) started the work of incorporating SDGs in
local level plans in 2016. As per the Decentralization Act (2010) of Maldives,
every council is required to make a 5 year Development and Financial plan.
To develop the template that can be used to formulate the 2017-2021 devel-
opment plans of local councils LGA had several meetings and discussions
with line ministries. The need to address the importance of incorporating the
SDGs into the development plans of islands was highlighted. And so began
the work of localizing the 17 SDGs for local councils 5 year developmental
targets so that it can be easily adopted by the island communities. Since
the goal 1: no poverty and goal 2: zero hunger was already achieved by the
Maldives through the MDGs, the SDG localization for the local development
plans was based on the rest of the SDGs. Moreover, some of the goals which
when localized has to be scaled down was combined together. Therefore, all
the 17 SDG goals are incorporated and localized into 13 local goal with 57
indicators.

Local Development Goals

Py

Hawwa lzwath

These 13 localized SDGs are listed below:
1. Ensure basic needs & food security

2. Good Health & Well-Being

3. Quality Education

4. Gender Equality

5. Clean Water & Sanitation

6. Affordable & Clean Energy

7. Decent Work & Economic Growth

8. Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

9. Establish peace, equality & justice

10. Resource identification & sustainable consumption
11. Climate Action

12. Life Below & Above Water

13. Partnership For The Goals

In the past 4 years, many training has been conducted to familiarize
council staffs to the new template of development plan. The plans are
formulated after analyzing the island’s strengths, weakness, opportunities
and threats. After that each individual council develops the activities to be
conducted for the next 05 years under these 57 indicators after a public
consultation of the island community. The councils are mandated to im-
plement the activities in their development plans and monitor the progress
of their implementation. All the formulated development plans are also re-
viewed by Local Government Authority to check if the plans are consistent
to the local SDGs. Although the successful implementation of the planned
activities of many councils are hindered mainly by human and financial
resource constraints, following the 05 year development plan to implement
these goals at a local level will eventually lead to the nation-wide realization
of agenda 2030.




